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Staff Spotlight:  Meet Laurie Ruffenach 

Where do you teach and what grade level/courses?  How long have you been a 
teacher? 

I teach at Ewing High School and I am currently teaching Environmental Science and 
Comparative Physiology.  I have taught Physics, Chemistry, Biology, and Earth Space 
science.  I have been teaching at Ewing High School for 18 years, this is my 30th 
year teaching.   

What college or university did you attend and why did you choose that 
establishment of higher-education?  

I attended Trenton State College (TSC) now known as The College of New Jersey 
(TCNJ).  I chose TCNJ because it was and still is a highly ranked college known for its 
excellence.   

What made you want to become a teacher? 

Teachers and professors that I had throughout my life definitely influenced my decision but ultimately I knew I 
always wanted to be of service and help people. When you become an educator you have the ability to make a 
difference in the world and change lives forever.  What better way to accomplish this goal than to become an 
educator.    

When a student leaves your classroom at 
the end of the year, what do you want 
them to remember most?  

I want them to always remember to work 
hard, be okay with failure, and to get back 
up and keep trying. I want to be 
remembered overall as an effective 
teacher. I want to be remembered as a 
teacher who was knowledgeable of her 
content area, matched instruction to meet 
the needs and interests of her students, 
and reflected on her teaching practices.   

What do you like best about Ewing? 

What I like about Ewing is the quality and 
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diversity of the students and staff.  The community has so much to offer, experts in all of the various township 
organizations.  I have worked alongside the Ewing Township Green team, which is made up of a wealth of 
knowledge.  Everyone is accepting and willing to help get involved with the school.     

What do you think is the most important aspect of teaching? 

Understanding the needs of many different learners, connecting with each student and understanding how they 
learn.  Everyone learns in different ways so figuring this out is essential for a student's success. 

What do you do outside of school?  
 

I spend time with my husband and 2 college age boys.  I love the outdoors, 
the beach, parks, etc.  I enjoy my friends and extended family and often 
find myself teaching science to someone somewhere outside of school.   

 
At home my yard has all kinds of 
sustainable projects. We dug a large pond 
which has fish, turtles, frogs, dragon flies, 
and other native organisms. I have a yard 
filled with native plants, a milkweed 
garden where I raise monarch butterflies, 
mason bee nests, compost bins, rain 
barrels, and I am constantly improving it.   

 
Who or what has impacted your life in a positive way?    

My husband has made the most positive impact in my life.  He has been extremely supportive and proud of my 
career.  He understands the hours that teachers put in during the school year, attends Ewing school functions with 
me, and even coached football at the high school for a few years.   

How do you define success? 

I define success by how many people's lives you can make better in some way.  Being able to help students to 
develop a scientific way of thinking that will prepare them to be informed citizens and ready for college and 
careers. 

What is the one thing people do not know about you that you would like to share? 
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I am not always the calm cool Science teacher outside of school.  I am a lacrosse Mom and my sideline behavior is 
a huge departure from my classroom demeanor.  

What is your favorite quote or book?  

It is tough to pick just one… 

‘I never teach my pupils; I only attempt to provide the conditions in which they can learn.’ –Albert Einstein 

“If we teach today’s students as we taught yesterday’s, we rob them of tomorrow.” (John Dewey) 

 
 


